	Belinda Hill
First Assistant

Immediate Release
 (
Harris County District Attorney
Devon Anderson
)January 30th, 2014

	


[image: ]
	Criminal Justice Center
1201 Franklin, Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77002 

Contact
Camille Hepola
Jeff  McShan
En Español Will Mejia 
W: (713) 755-0122





 (
DA Launches 
Public Safety Campaign
On Tax Scams
Issues Pamphlets to Warn the citizens of Tax Scams
)



 (
Harris County District Attorney Devon Anderson launched a public safety campaign today to 
draw
 
attention to tax scams as millions of area reside
nts prepare their returns. The
 informational pamphlet describ
es
 common tax scams
 as well as 
what is being done 
by the IRS and the District Attorney’s O
ffice to investigate and prosecute thieves. Information is also provided to help the public find a reliable or trusted tax preparer. 
)


 (
The pamphlet is available in English and Spanish. It can be printed from the 
Harris County DA Website
 or citizens can stop by the District Attorney’s O
ffice to receive copies to hand out at businesses or organizations.
“Before you file your taxes, do your research and make sure the person you are giving your social security number to is a trusted tax preparer,” said D.A. Anderson. “Taking the time now to do that research could save you time and money later from the damages of identity theft.”
)[image: ]
The public safety campaign is timely as citizens receive their W-2 forms in the mail and get ready to file their taxes. In 2013, the IRS initiated approximately 1,492 identity theft related criminal investigations, an increase of 66 percent over 2012.
“Tax return fraud is a common economic crime that we see this time of year, not only here in Harris County but across the country,” said Assistant District Attorney and Chief of the Organized Crime Section Ed McClees. “Criminals look at tax season as an opportunity to use your identity to steal from both you and the United States Treasury.”
To avoid becoming a victim:
1. Do not give out your social security number just because someone asks for it. Only give it to someone when you are required.
1. Protect your financial information.
1. Check your credit report every 12months.
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“There ae many legitimate tax prepara-
tion servies in Harris County. Check
the Bettr Business Burcau's website to
s if the business i accredited nd has
 g00d reputtion.

You canalso fle a complaint with the
BBB ifyou did ot receve good
serviee.

Callthe Interal Revenue Service
1-800-908-4490.

WHAT CAN | DO T0 HELP?
‘Share tisinformation with your
frends and family.

Make sure to guard your scial secuity
uni

1 you want o help distibute this -
terisl, conact the Distict Ationey's
Offceat 713-755-5500.
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